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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: A request for continued 
examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was 
filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible for continued 
examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been 
timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 06/22/06 has been entered. 

2. Claims 25-27, 29-34, 36-41, and 43-45 are pending in the case. Claims 25, 32, 
and 39 are independent claims. Claims 25, 31, 32, 38, 39, and 45 have been amended. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 25, 31-32, 38-39 and 45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ulead Systems, Inc., "PhotoImpact Version 3.0", Copyright 1992-1995 
(English Edition January 1996), Pages 90-92 and 155-156. 
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Regarding claim 25, PhotoImpact teaches an image processing method for 
processing an input document image which meets the preamble, "an image 
processing method for processing an input document image". See pages 90-92 
and 155-156. 

PhotoImpact teaches providing a user with the option of automatically enhancing 
an image by rotation or distortion using the AutoProcess Straighten command or 
manually enhancing an image by rotation or distortion using a transform tool which 
meets the limitation, displaying an instruction window to receive both a first 
instruction and second instruction from a user, wherein the first instruction 
indicates whether the orientation of the document image should be corrected 
automatically or manually, and wherein the second instruction indicates whether 
or not a tilt of the document image should be automatically corrected. See pages 
90-92 and 155-156. 

PhotoImpact teaches taking an image and transforming the orientation of the 
image using the Edit: Rotate & Flip submenu. See pages 155-156. The images can be 
rotated by 90 degrees, 1 80 degrees, or 270 degrees using a Transform tool or can be 
rotated by 90 degrees, 180 degrees, or 270 degrees using the AutoProcess Straighten 
command which meets the limitation, determining, based on the first instruction 
received in the instruction input window, whether the user has instructed that the 
orientation of the document image should be corrected automatically or 
manually. Based on one of either the Tranform tool or AutoProcess Straighten 
command, the image is rotated either 90 degrees, 180 degrees, or 270 degrees which 
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meets the limitation, automatically discriminating the orientation of the document 
image as one ofO, 90, 180, and 270 degrees if it is determined in said determining 
step that the user has instructed that the orientation of the document image 
should be automatically corrected and automatically rotating the document image 
based on the discriminated orientation of the document image if it is determined 
in said determining step that the user has instructed that the orientation of the 
document image should be automatically corrected; and rotating the document 
image according to a rotation angle of one ofO, 90, 180, and 270 degrees 
instructed by the user if it is determined in said determining step that the user 
has instructed that the orientation of the document image should be manually 
corrected. 

The image can also be rotated or distorted by an angle other than 90 degrees, 
180 degrees, or 270 degrees. See pages 90-92 and 155-156. PhotoImpact teaches 
providing a user with the option of automatically enhancing an image by rotation or 
distortion using the AutoProcess Straighten command or manually enhancing an image 
by rotation or distortion using a transform tool which meets the limitation if it is 
determined based on the second instruction that the tilt of the document image 
should be automatically corrected, automatically correcting the tilt of the 
document image which is rotated in said automatic rotating step or in said 
rotating step, wherein said automatic correction step does not execute automatic 
correction of the tilt of the document image which is rotated in said automatic 
rotating step or in said rotating step if it is determined based on the second 
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instruction that the tilt of the document image should not be automatically 
corrected. See pages 90-92 and 155-156. 

Claims 32 and 39 are rejected under the same rationale as claim 25 above. 

In reference to claim 30, PhotoImpact teaches automatically straightening the 
orientation and tilt of an image if the user chooses the AutoProcess option. The 
AutoProcess Straighten command will either tilt or rotate the image to correctly display 
the image. See pages 90-92 and 155-156. 

Claims 37 and 44 are rejected under the same rationale as claim 30 above. 

In reference to claim 31 , PhotoImpact the image can also be straightened by an 
angle other than 90 degrees, 180 degrees, or 270 degrees. See pages 90-92 and 155- 
156. 

Claims 38 and 45 are rejected under the same rationale as claim 31 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



Application/Control Number: 10/748,208 



Art Unit: 2176 



Page 6 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 26-27, 29-30, 33-34, 36-37, 40-41 and 43-44 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ulead Systems, Inc., "PhotoImpact Version 
3.0", Copyright 1992-1995 (English Edition January 1996), Pages 90-92 and 155-156, 
as applied to claims 25, 32, and 39 above, and further in view of Onda . US 5,077,81 1 , 
12/31/91. 

In reference to claim 26, PhotoImpact does not teach an automatic discrimination 
step includes outputting data indicating the orientation cannot be discriminated; 
however, Onda discloses an image orientation detection means for detecting whether 
the orientation of the character image is in a correct orientation. See abstract and 
column 2, lines 66-68-column 3, lines 1-17. It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include the automatic discrimination 
step outputting data indicating the orientation cannot be discriminated of Onda within 
the system of PhotoImpact because it indicates to the user whether or not the 
orientation of the image is correct in order to determine whether the image should be 
rotated in order to correctly display the document image. See column 1 and column 2, 
lines 3-52. 
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In reference to claim 29, PhotoImpact does not teach storing the outputted data 
as information relating to the document image when the orientation cannot be 
discriminated; however, Onda discloses an image orientation detection means for 
detecting whether the orientation of the character image is in a correct orientation. See 
abstract and column 2, lines 66-68-column 3, lines 1-17. It would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to store the outputted data 
as information relating to the document image when the orientation cannot be 
discriminated as taught by Onda in the system of PhotoImpact because it indicates to 
the user whether or not the orientation of the image is correct in order to determine 
whether the image should be rotated in order to correctly display the document image. 
See column 1 and column 2, lines 3-52. 

In reference to claim 27, PhotoImpact does not teach the automatic 
discrimination step includes discriminating the orientation by character recognizing 
character images. However, Onda teaches the system includes a data processing 
means including a character image discriminating means for discriminating a character 
image from a picture image orientation detecting means for detecting orientation of the 
character image to determine whether the orientation of the character image is in a 
correct orientation and an image rotation means for processing the image signals to 
rotate the image so that the image is correctly oriented. See column 2, lines 14-31 . It 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention discriminate the orientation using character image discrimination as taught by 
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Onda in the system of PhotoImpact because it indicates to the user whether or not the 
orientation of the image is correct in order to determine whether the image should be 
rotated in order to correctly display the document image. See column 1 and column 2, 
lines 3-52. 

Claims 33-34 and 36 are rejected under the same rationale used in claims 26-27 
and 29 respectively above. 

Claims 40-41 and 43 are rejected under the same rationale used in claims 26-27 
and 29 respectively above. 



Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments and amendments filed 06/22/06 have been fully 
considered. 

Applicant argues Onda does not teach making a tilt correction, only correcting 
the orientation of the document image. Applicant further argues that the step of making 
an orientation correction and a tilt correction are distinct. Applicant further argues 
Okamura does not teach correcting inaccuracies in tilt or automatic correction in tilt. 
Examiner disagrees that there is a distinction between an orientation correction and a 



Application/Control Number: 10/748,208 



Page 9 



Art Unit: 2176 

tilt correction because both orientation and tilt require rotating the image by a specified 
angle as taught by both references. In an effort to further prosecution, however, 
Examiner has applied PhotoImpact to address Applicant's concern that an orientation 
correction and a tilt correction are different. 

In view of the comments above, the rejection is maintained. 



8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rachna Singh whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4099. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30AM-6:00PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 




08/28/06 



